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Introduction
I have learned a lot about special education. I believe that the information I have gathered for the past few weeks will help me in the long term in my specialized educator practice in the future. This essay reflects on what I have learned about special education laws, eligibility requirements, legal requirements in the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process, and the transition process. I will also reflect on how the above will impact my teaching and practice. 
Special Education Law
           The aim of this law is to ensure public educators have access to least restrictive environment which is desirable for special needs students. Also, special education law helps in ensuring that the rights of these children are not abused. These students with disabilities include learning disabilities, emotional problems, mental retardation, and all other physical disabilities. I will reflect on the IDEA, ADA, and the Public Law (PL-94-142).
           I learned that PL-94-142 had impacted the lives of many students with disabilities significantly. Its key objectives include ensuring that they provide appropriate free education to all the students with disabilities that focuses on special education and meeting their specific needs. The ultimate purpose is assessing the efforts towards providing free education to students with disabilities. The PL-94-142 law was amended and became the IDEA.
IDEA
           IDEA was initially the PL-94-142 law before congress amended it in 1990. Just like the PL-94-142 law, this act aims at providing all children with disabilities with FAPE that focuses on their specific needs. In this case, FAPE aims to provide these children with improve access to education irrespective of their learning disabilities. It means providing the children with disabilities equal opportunities to education with those without disabilities. IDEA was modified to aid in evaluating the progress made by authorities in promoting early intervention and other services required by children with learning disabilities across the lifespan.
 IDEA aims to grant children with special need access to FAPE. It focuses on special education and other services for their individual needs and also prepares them for the transition to post-school activities. IDEA is also instrumental in that it upholds the rights of children with special learning needs. IDEA further allows such children to access FAPE.  Besides, IDEA ensures that schools implement an early intervention for children with disabilities and ensures that parents and educators of the children with disabilities have adequate resources for improving the academic performance of these children. Lastly, IDEA aims to assess how effective the efforts towards educating children with disabilities are (Kritzer, 2012). 
ADA
The Act came into being in 1990. It safeguards the rights of persons with disability. 
 This law guarantees persons with disabilities equal opportunities in employment, education, transportation, accommodation, and state and local services. The bill ensures that they do not discriminate qualified individuals based on disability unless due to unavoidable hardships. The law protects children with disabilities from discrimination and provides equal opportunities to all the state and local government services and public school, irrespective of whether they receive federal financial assistance or not. This law covers all individuals with physical and mental impairments from discrimination in all public spaces, including restaurants, business, and social venues. 




Eligibility requirements
IDEA regulates the eligibility for special education. To qualify for special education, one must have a disability. Also, the disability must have a significant impact on the student's academic performance, and the student must have unique needs that demands individual accommodation or specially designed instructions. The Individual Education Program Team determines if a student is eligible for FPE and LRE. IDEA emphasizes on the need for the decision of eligibility for special education to be done by the IEP team and include the child and the parents (Hallahan et al., 2013). They use criteria that state the disabilities that IDEA defines a student must have among the following: autism, blindness, deafness, and emotional instability. Others include impairments in language and speech, intellectual disability, and impaired hearing. Others are learning disability and brain injury.  
The IDEA law requires that all special needs children spend adequate time in a Restricted Environment. In other words, the law advocates an inclusive education setting where children with special needs interact freely with the other children. The only time a child with a disability should be kept in a restricted environment is when his or her impairment is severe, and the child requires more than the supplementary aids.
The knowledge that I gained on eligibility requirements for FPE and LRE will help me in my teaching. It will assist in choosing the kinds of accommodation necessary for individual students with disabilities needs so that I can help them achieve their academic goals in an environment that provides these equal opportunities to those students without disabilities.


Legal requirements in the IEP process
The law gives the students with disabilities and their parents the right to participate in all IEP meetings where they make discussions about the child's education needs. The parents can request IEP meetings and also attend them via calls if there is a need to do so. The parents have the right to request that their child gets evaluated by an independent professional and pay for the independent educational evaluation, but the school is not obligated to accept the results. The law requires that the school obtains informed consent before evaluating children and providing children with special education services from their parents (Goldberg, 2012). The parents do not have an obligation to give their consent. 
If a parent feels the school has not made a satisfactory decision, they are free to context it via mediation. If a parent transfers their children to a private school, the school district does not have a legal obligation to reimburse such a parent, unless the public school lacks or fails to provide the services needed. In that case, the school district is expected to pay for the private school's fees. The knowledge gathered will help me in observing all the legal requirements of the IEP process, for example, including the children and parents in IEP meetings that decide the children's future. 
Transition planning
Transition planning is are the activities laid out that are in line with the specialized needs of each student with disabilities that outlines his transition to post-school operations. The events are tailored for each student's individual needs based on the student's skills, interests, strengths, and needs. Each child with a disability must have and IEP that includes transitional planning by the age of 16 years, although the preparation starts from the age of 14 years. Transition plans have two parts, and the first is the post-secondary goals which include vocational training, post-secondary education, employment, and independent living. 
The second part is transitional services that provide for career and college counseling, community experiences like volunteering and other related services. Transition learning is essential because it helps students with disabilities realize their post-school goals and also aim for higher achievements like higher education.
Collaboration with teachers, parents, administrators, and paraprofessionals
Active cooperation with teachers, parents, administrators, and special education paraprofessionals helps in providing students with disabilities quality educational services. Working as a team makes it easy to identify each student's needs, strengths, and goals and establish specific instructional priorities for each. Collaborating with other individual education teachers is essential as it allows teachers to offer instructions to all students, and also make education decisions. Teachers identify students' specific learning needs, plan and deliver instructions, adapt instructional materials, communicate with parents, create a positive and caring learning environment, and implement behavior management among students. They also monitor the student's day-to-day performance and provide on-the-job coaching. The paraprofessionals and administrators help the teachers implement educational programs.
What five things would you tell a new individual education teacher about special ed law?
One of the things that a new special educator should know about special education is that EAHCA requires all public schools to provide students with special needs with the same educational opportunities as other children. The other important thing to note is that IDEA which is a modification of the EAHCA expects that students with a disability receive FAPE in the LRE that meet the individual needs of these students (Salvia et al., 2012). Also, the new special educator needs to know that the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. According to this Act, all schools should take responsibility for the academic performance of their students, including those with special learning needs.  
Next, they should see that IDEA requires that all special education children have an IEP that specifies the child's specific educational needs. Lastly, all special educators need to know that the ADA is against any discrimination against individuals with a disability. The law applies to all public institutions and all levels of academic institutions. The bill, however, does not obligate post-secondary institutions to provide free education. 
The CEC code of ethics requirements of special educators
The CEC code of ethics requires that I maintain higher education outcomes for students in need of special learning. I am also required to develop their best quality of life, based on their culture, background, and dignity. The code also requires me to promote meaningful participation of these students in the school and community. Another value I should uphold is engaging in the improvement of the unique education profession by participating in professional organizations. Lastly, I will not tolerate practices that pose dangers to students with disabilities.
Metacognitive Understanding
The understanding gained from the lectures, discussions, and readings of special education will help me in my practice in the long term. They encompass IDEA and other laws meant for students with special needs, like ADA. The Public Law also falls in this category. This information will help me abide in all the laws and carry out my daily activities according to the requirements of these laws. I have also learned the eligibility requirements for FPE and LRE. I discovered that students qualify for special education in case they have one or more of the disabilities as specified by IDEA. Students who qualify for FPE automatically qualify for LRE.
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